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lMOST CHURCHES ARE IN SMALL TOWNS AND RURAL AREAS.l
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ealth in rural communities and social connections are lost. Thisisausefultoolforpastorswho
is treated differently than These connections are what bind are serving in rural communities and
in urban areas. Small towns small-town communities together. For seminarians and lay leaders who

and their close-knit environments Yet the authors are clear to avoid may serve in such a community in
shape pastoral care in specific romanticizingruralcommunitiesand thefuture.Astheypointout,'An
ways. In Practicing Care in Rural instead"challengetheperceptionof overwhelming majority of pastors
Congregations and Communities, rural United States as an idealized will, at some point on their ministry
the authors provide insight into how place on the one hand and a career, serve small-town and rural
pastoral care in rural communities minimized place on the other." churches, though they will likely
functionsandwhatmakesitunique Withthisinmindtheyofferpractical havebeenraisedandtrainedincities
from other places. suggestions for difficult pastoral and suburbs. What happens in rural

One example they Iist is how situations such as finding support churchesandcommunitiesiscrucial
pastoralcareandleadershipare whenmanyofthetownspeopleare tothewell-beingofusall."
connectedinruralplaces.Within membersofthecongregation,or lsabellaBascoisastudentatWakeForest ByJ.Hoeft,Ljung,andJ.
ruralcommunities,ifhealingand addressingdomesticabusesituations rU"('?,,er':jfYln,'??',,,rston-Fa"'?ol?'?r,'.h, Marshall,FortressF'ress20l3.

##(a0*(%0%*(j(%l%wkl&lJlJllJwl&llllllM%i Carolinaandaroy*ChurchHealth
when the sheriFF is related to the Reacler ;n(er,transformation happen without

care and leadership, the individual abuser.
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Spiritual Practices for
Personal Rpnpwil

By Kelsey Piercel
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